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This policy is supported by the key principles of the Children Act 1989 that the child's welfare is
paramount. Another key document is Working Together to Safeguard Children 2026, highlighting
that every assessment of a child, 'must be informed by the views of the child'. (Working Together
to Safeguard Children, 2026 p57) This is echoed by Keeping Children Safe in Education through
ensuring procedures are in place in schools and settings to hear the voice of the child.

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2025 states that 'Governing bodies and proprietors
should ensure they facilitate a whole school or college approach to safeguarding. This means
involving everyone in the school or college, and ensuring that safeguarding, and child
protection are at the forefront and underpin all relevant aspects of process and policy
development. Ultimately, all systems, processes and policies should operate with the best
interests of the child at their heart.'
Furthermore, 'Where there is a safeguarding concern, governing bodies, proprietors and
school or college leaders should ensure the child's wishes and feelings are taken into
account when determining what action to take and what services to provide. The school or
college's safeguarding policies and procedures should be transparent, clear, and easy to
understand for staff, pupils, students, parents, and carers. Systems should be in place, and
they should be well promoted, easily understood and easily accessible for children to
confidently report any form of abuse or neglect, knowing their concerns will be treated
seriously, and knowing they can safely express their views and give feedback.'
(KCSIE 2025 p29/30)
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All staff are aware that technology is a significant component in many safeguarding and
well-being issues. Children are at risk of abuse and other risks online as well as face to face. In
many cases abuse and other risks will take place concurrently both online and offline. Online
safety risks include content, contact, conduct and commerce, including harmful content,
misinformation, disinformation, conspiracy theories and risks linked to generative AI. Children can
also abuse other children online, including through abusive, harassing, and
misogynistic/misandrist messages, chat groups, the non-consensual sharing of indecent images,
abusive images, pornography and other unwanted content. (KCSIE, 2025)
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(KCSIE 2025 p54/55)

13.1 Children Who Are LGB or Gender Questioning

N.B. KCSIE 2025 retains this section under review and expects revised guidance on gender
questioning children to be signposted once published. The school will keep this section under
review.



(KCSIE 2025 p55/56)







activity, the activity is sexual. B does not consent to engaging in the activity, and A 

does not reasonably believe that B consents. (This could include forcing someone 

to strip, touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party.) 

What is consent? Consent is about having the freedom and capacity to choose. 

Consent to sexual activity may be given to one sort of sexual activity but not another 
e.g., to vaginal but not anal sex or penetration with conditions such as wearing a

condom. Consent can be withdrawn at any time during sexual activity and each time

activity occurs. Someone consents to vaginal, anal or oral penetration only if s/he
agrees by choice to that penetration and has the freedom and capacity to make that

choice.

• A child under the age of 13 can never consent to any sexual activity

• The age of consent is 16

• Sexual intercourse without consent is rape

15. 7 Sexual Harassment

When referring to sexual harassment we mean 'unwanted conduct of a sexual 

nature' that can occur online and offline and both inside and outside of school or 

college. When we reference sexual harassment, we do so in the context of child-on­

child sexual harassment. Sexual harassment is likely to: violate a child's dignity, 
and/or make them feel intimidated, degraded or humiliated and/or create a hostile, 

offensive or sexualised environment. 

Whilst not intended to be an exhaustive list, sexual harassment can include: 

• sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, making lewd comments, 

making sexual remarks about clothes and appearance and calling someone 

sexualised names

• sexual "jokes" or taunting

• physical behaviour, such as: deliberately brushing against someone, 

interfering with someone's clothes.

• displaying pictures, photos or drawings of a sexual nature

• upskirting (this is a criminal offence), and

• online sexual harassment. This may be standalone, or part of a wider pattern 

of sexual harassment and/or sexual violence It may include:

o consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude 

images and/or videos. Taking and sharing nude photographs of those 

aged under 18 is a criminal offence. 'UKCIS Sharing nudes and semi­

nudes: advice for education settings working with children and young 

people' provides detailed advice for schools and colleges

o sharing of unwanted explicit content

o sexualised online bullying

o unwanted sexual comments and messages, including, on social media
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record of exactly what the child has said in their own language should be made (and 

no individual interpretation of the facts made which could impact on the disclosure) 

after the child has finished the disclosure, so the child feels listened to and stored 

following each school/setting's own recording protocols (paper or electronic 

systems). 

17.3 Consider the Intent (Begin to Risk Assess) 

Has this been a deliberate or contrived situation for a child to be able to harm 

another? 

17.4 Decide on Your Next Course of Action 

If from the information that school gather's we believe any child to be at risk of 

significant harm, a safeguarding referral to Local Authority Children's Social Care 

will be made immediately (where a crime has been committed the police should be 

involved also). This action, in most circumstances, will be undertaken by the 

Designated Safeguarding Lead but in the event of their absence the referral can be 

made by another member of staff. If this is the case, once Local Authority Children's 

Social Care has been contacted and made a decision on what will happen next then 

school will be informed of the next steps. 

If Local Authority Children's Social Care and the police intend to pursue this further, 

they may ask to interview the children in school or they may ask for parents to come 

to school to be spoken to also. It is important for school to be prepared for every 

situation and the potential time it may take. 

It may also be that Local Authority Children's Social Care feel that it does not meet 

their criteria in which case school/DSL may challenge that decision, with that 

individual or their line manager. If on discussion however, school agrees with the 

decision, we may then be left to inform parents. 

17.5 Confidentiality and Anonymity 

Any staff member taking a report should never promise confidentiality as it is very 

likely that it will be in the best interest of the victim to seek advice and guidance 

from others in order to provide support and engage appropriate agencies. 

Ultimately, the Designated Safeguarding Lead (or a deputy) will have to balance the 

victims wishes against their duty to protect the victim and other children. 

17.6 Informing Parents 

If, once appropriate advice has been sought from police/Local Authority Children's 

Social Care, school have agreement to inform parents or have been allocated that 

role from the other services involved then parents should be informed as soon as 

possible. If services are not going to be involved then equally, this information may 

need to be shared with parents. Parents would not be informed if by doing so the 

child was put at further risk of significant harm. 

If a child is deemed to be 'Gillick Competent' following the 'Fraser' guidelines and 

does not wish school to share the information with parents, then this must be 

considered especially for example if the child is pregnant and this is why they 
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are being bullied (unless this has occurred through significant harm in which case a 

criminal/Local Authority Children's Social Care case is likely or the child is under the 

age of 13). 

In all circumstances where the risk of harm to the child is evident then school will 

encourage the child to share the information with their parent or share it with 
parents on their behalf (they may be scared to tell parents that they are being 

harmed in any way). Where school can evidence are acting in the best interests of 

the child we would not be criticised, however this would be the case if we actively 
breached the rights and choices of the child. 

The best way to inform parents is face to face. Although this may be time 

consuming, the nature of the incident and the type of harm/abuse a child may be 

suffering can cause fear and anxiety to parents whether their child is the child who 
was harmed or who harmed another. 

18. Points to Consider:

 18.1 The Wishes and Feelings of the Victim 

It is important to understand how the victim wants to proceed to allow as much 

control as is reasonably possible over the decisions regarding how any investigation 

will be progressed. 

18.2 The Nature of the Alleged Incident 

This includes consideration as to whether a crime may have been committed and/or 
whether Harmful Sexual Behaviour has been displayed. 

18.3 What is the Age and Development of the Children Involved? 

How old are the children involved in the incident and is there any age difference 

between those involved? (In relation to sexual exploration, children under the age of 
5, in particular 1-4 year olds who are learning toileting skills may show a particular 

interest in exploration at around this stage. This, however should not be overlooked 

if other issues arise). Any imbalance of power and control must be considered. 

18.4 Are There Any Additional Vulnerabilities? 

Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) are three times 

more likely to be abused than their peers. Therefore, care must be taken to 

ascertain any changes in mood or behaviour without attributing that to the child's 

condition. 

Every effort must be made to overcome barriers to communication and ensure the 

voice of the child is heard. 

18.5 Where Did the Incident or Incidents Take Place? 

Was the incident in an open, visible place to others? If so, was it observed? If not, is 

more supervision required within this particular area? 

18.6 What Was the Explanation by all Children Involved of What Occurred? 

Can each of the children give the same explanation of the incident and also what is 
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the effect on the children involved? Is the incident seen to be bullying for example, 

in which case regular and repetitive? Is the version of one child different from 

another and why? 

18.7 What is Each of the Children's Own Understanding of What Occurred? 

Do the children know/understand what they are doing? E.g., do they have 

knowledge of body parts, of privacy and that it is inappropriate to touch? Is the 

child's explanation in relation to something they may have heard or been learning 

about that has prompted the behaviour? Is the behaviour deliberate and contrived? 

Does the child have understanding of the impact of their behaviour on the other 

child? 

In dealing with an incident of this nature the answers are not always clear cut. If 
school are concerned or unsure as to whether or not there is any risk involved, 
advice will be sought immediately from Local Authority Children's Social Care. 

18.8 Repetition 

Has the behaviour been repeated to an individual on more than one occasion? In 

the same way it must be considered has the behaviour persisted to an individual 

after the issue has already been discussed or dealt with and appropriately resolved? 

18.9 Ongoing Risks 

Are there any ongoing risks to the victim, other children, adult students or school, 

college or other setting staff? 

18.10 Contextual Safeguarding/Extra Familial Harm 

Is there any other related or wider context involving the child, including any links to 

child sexual exploitation or child criminal exploitation? 

19.1 Outcomes 

The outcome of the investigation will follow local threshold guidance. Therefore, if a 
referral has been made to either the police/Local Authority Children's Social Care for 
a full investigation (tier 4). It may have resulted in Local Authority Children's Social 
Care undertaking a further assessment (Tier 3) or as a school we may have 
identified additional services/intervention that are non-statutory and in which case 
completed an early help assessment (Tier 2). It may be that on investigation, a 
decision has been made to handle the incident(s) internally, in which case the 
school may implement a risk assessment plan (Tier 1). 

In any of the above outcomes, school has a duty of care to manage the education 
needs of both children, in which case a risk assessment plan may be needed 
irrespective of the outcome. 

19.2 Next Steps 

Once the outcome of the incident(s) has been established it is necessary to ensure 
future incidents of abuse do not occur again and consider the support and 
intervention required for those involved. 
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19.3 For the Child Who Has Been Harmed (Victim) 

Victims may not display the whole picture immediately. It is essential that dialogue is 

kept open and encouraged. Children who have experienced sexual violence display 

a wide range of responses to their experience, including, in some cases, clear signs 

of trauma, physical and emotional responses, or no overt signs at all. Therefore, 

school will remain alert to the possible challenges of detecting those signs and show 

sensitivity to the needs of the child irrespective of how overt the child's distress is. 

What support they require depends on the individual child. It may be that they wish 

to seek counselling or one to one support via a mentor. It may also be that they feel 

able to deal with the incident(s) on their own or with support of family and friends. In 

which case it is necessary that this child continues to be monitored and offered 

support should they require it in the future. If the incidents are of a bullying nature, 

the child may need support in improving peer groups/relationships with other 

children or some restorative justice work with all those involved may be required. 

Other interventions that could be considered may target a whole class or year group 

for example a speaker on cyber bullying, relationship abuse etc. It may be that 

through the continued curriculum of Relationship / Relationship and Sex Education 

and Health Education, PHSE and SMSC that certain issues can be discussed and 

debated more frequently. 

If the child feels particularly vulnerable it may be that a risk assessment/safety plan 

can be put in place for them whilst in school so that they have someone named that 

they can talk to, support strategies for managing future issues and identified 

services to offer additional support. 

19.4 For the Child Who Has Displayed Harmful Behaviour (Alleged Perpetrator) 

In this circumstance it is important to find out why the child has behaved in such a 

way. It may be that the child is experiencing their own difficulties and may even 

have been harmed themselves in a similar way. In such cases support such as one 

to one mentoring or counselling may also be necessary. Particular support from 

identified services may be necessary through an early help referral and the child 

may require additional support from family members. 

Once the support required to meet the individual needs of the child has been met, it 

is important that child receives a consequence for their behaviour. This may be in 

the form of restorative justice e.g., making amends with the child they have targeted 

if this has been some form of bullying. In the cases of harmful sexual behaviour it 

may be a requirement for the child to engage in one to one work with a particular 

service or agency (if a crime has been committed this may be through the police or 

youth offending service). If there is any form of criminal investigation ongoing it may 

be that this child cannot be educated on site until the investigation has concluded. In 

which case, the child will need to be provided with appropriate support and 

education whilst off site. 
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Even following the conclusion of any investigation, the behaviour that the child has 

displayed may continue to pose a risk to others in which case an individual risk 

assessment may be required. This should be completed via a multi-agency 

response to ensure that the needs of the child and the risks towards others are 

measured by all of those agencies involved including the child and their parents. 

This may mean additional supervision of the child or protective strategies if the child 

feels at risk of engaging in further inappropriate or harmful behaviour. 

A punishment or consequence such as exclusion or internal exclusion/inclusion/

seclusion for a period of time may also be required to allow the child to reflect on 

their behaviour. 

19.5 After Care 

It is important that following the incident the children involved continue to feel 

supported and receive help even if they have stated that they are managing the 

incident. Sometimes the feelings of remorse, regret or unhappiness may occur at a 

much later stage than the incident. It is important to ensure that the children do not 

engage in any further harmful behaviour either towards someone else or to 

themselves as a way of coping (e.g. self-harm). In which case, regular reviews with 

the children following the incident(s) are imperative. 

19.6 Safety Planning 

Safety planning is a positive way of supporting a child who may benefit from a 

planned approach; this may be either the alleged victim or the alleged perpetrator. 

Safety plans support the child by considering the behaviours that may be risky and 

plan ways to manage triggers and to seek support from adults and peers. They are 

inclusive of parents and staff and are a planned intervention to support children in 

feeling secure in the school, helping children identify behaviours that may leave 

them feeling anxious or at risk and have strategies that they can apply to keep 

themselves feeling safe. The language of safety planning is more positive than risk 

assessment and can give security to the child that a joined up approach is being 

followed by all in school. 

19.7Disciplinary Action 

Taking disciplinary action and still providing support are not mutually exclusive 

actions. In some circumstances, the school may need to consider whether 

disciplinary action may be appropriate for any child/children involved - any such 

action should address the abuse, the causes of it, and attitudes underlying it. 

Disciplinary action may sometimes be appropriate, including (a) to ensure that the 

child/children take(s) responsibility for and realise(s) the seriousness of their 

behaviour; (b) to demonstrate to the child/children and others that child-on-child 

abuse can never be tolerated; and (c) to ensure the safety and wellbeing of other 

children. However, these considerations must be balanced against the 

child's/children's own potential unmet needs and any safeguarding concerns. Before 

deciding on appropriate action school will always consider its duty to safeguard all 

children from harm; the underlying reasons for a child's behaviour; any unmet 

needs, or harm or abuse suffered by the child; the risk that the child may pose to 

other children; and the severity of the child-on-child abuse and the causes of it. 
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