“Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them” (Romans: 12,6)

St Paulinus CE Primary Newsletter
Friday 20" December 2024

There is just time for one last catch up with some of the work our classes have managed to fit around Nativity
rehearsals, carol singing and Christmas card making in our final newsletter of 2024!

However you are spending your Christmas break, on behalf of us all here at St Paulinus, we’d like to thank
you for all your support this first term and wish you a very peaceful, blessed festive season. We look forward
to seeing you all refreshed and raring to embrace the new term on Monday 6™ January.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

Luke 2:11
Mrs Rhodes and Mrs Sukonik

YR

What a festive end to the term Year R have
been having. The children have been having
a wonderful time 'preparing the home' for
Christmas and our classroom now features a
fully decorated 6ft tree and fireplace, with
stockings and tinsel galore. The children
have also been busy writing letters to Father
Christmas, as well as creating special crafts
and keepsakes to take home. Presents
aside, we know Christmas is all about
sharing time with our loved ones and we
hope that all members of the St Paulinus
community have a magical Christmas time.
See you in 2025!




Y1
Last week, the Year 1 class set out on an exciting Tree-mendous Tree Trail at Hall Place Gardens.
The children explored to find evergreen trees, followed by a thrilling
Gingerbread Hunt Adventure, where they collected ingredients to bake their
own gingerbread cookies. The day was full of fun and learning, with plenty of
interactive activities, thanks to the dedicated helpers and volunteers. At the
end of the day, the children enjoyed making and baking their own delicious
gingerbread treats. A truly memorable adventure!
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Y2
We enjoyed our visit to the cinema and during our Art Lessons we learnt all about the primary
colours. We experimented with shape and colour with excellent results.
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Y3
Year 3 have had a great time this week creating their lovely Christmas cards during art. We
have also been continuing our work in Maths on division, using lollipop sticks to create
groups from a two-digit number.
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Y4
In literacy, year 4 have written newspaper articles about the
seal population in the River Thames. In art, they finished

their drawing topic using wax crayons and watercolor to

create detailed images. We then moved onto our new

painting topic. Using cardboard, pupils made a textured :
surface. They then used primary colours to mix secondary f
and tertiary colours. In maths, they continued to calculate !
multiplication and division sentences.




Y5

Year 5 have kicked off their exciting learning journey into forces! So far, they’'ve been Nﬂ
** exploring the concepts of friction 03

and air resistance, two key forces

that affect how objects move. In their

lessons, they have learned about the

factors that impact friction, including the

types of surfaces in contact and the weight

of the objects involved. They discovered

that smoother surfaces create less friction,

while rougher surfaces increase it. Year 5

will continue to investigate other forces in

. the coming weeks, and we can’t wait to

see how they apply what they’ve learned

in their hands-on experiments!

Year 6 have been focusing on different styles of art this half term and have spent this week
considering how we can use collage to create a piece of work. They have learnt that a
collage is a piece of art made from different pieces of paper, photos and other materials. We
also considered that collages might also have painting and drawing on them and artists
spend time arranging the materials and trying out different ideas, before sticking them onto a
surface. Year 6 used this information and thought out a simple shape and ways that they
could use tissue paper to superimpose different version of it on top of one another. The
children thought really carefully about their colours and how they would work together,
ensuring that the final piece looked effective. All of year 6 worked really hard on this and
were really determined to create a piece of art work using the collage style.




Up-coming diary dates:

Date Event
Monday 6" January 2025 Children return to school
Wednesday 8™ January Y6 in church
Wednesday 15" January Y4 Class Assembly
Y5 in church
Wednesday 22" January Y6 Class Assembly (repeat)
Y4 in church
Wednesday 29" January Y3 in church
Wednesday 5™ February Y2 in church
Sunday 9" February Reception class welcome service at the
Church

Tuesday 11" February

Safer Internet Day

Wednesday 12" February

Y1 Class Assembly

YR in church

Monday 17" — Friday 215t
February

Half Term
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AFTERSCHOOL GYMMNASTICS CLUB

Afterschool Gymnastics at 5t Paulinus School continues
Tuesdays 3.25pm — 4.20pm, within the school hall, during
the school term time only.

Starting back Tuesday 7*" January 2025 — 11" February
2025

This 6-week course for £42.00

Spaces will have to be limited and available for all students

in Reception- Year 6.

Children will use a variety of equipment, learning and
developing their gymnastic skills, core balance and

strengthening in a safe, fun, familiar environment.

Led by Lynsey & Marie, fully qualified British Gymnastics
Coaches.

Please email tonylyns2008@aol.com for booking details.
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SAFETY OVER THE FESTIVE SEAS@N

The holiday season, marked by Christmos and New Year, brings joy ond togetherness but also presents unique safoty
challenges for children, familles ond educators. From busy hallday shopping, traveling and lomily gatherings te
managing digital activity during schoesl breaks, staying sale during this pariod requires heightened awareness. This
guide offers practical tips to help families and educotons maintain a more secure and fulfilling festive period.
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Gricien spend mars time sniine during sshood holldays,
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predators. Balancing screen tims, aveiding harmidul
websies 0nd ensuring childnen engogs positivery onling
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PRACTICE FIRE o)
€ SAFETY PROTOCOLS >

Tha incidenca of housae lines Increoses during Christmos
dua iogreater uen of condles, cocimre and aleciricol
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3 CREATE TRAVEL
SAFETY PLANS

Morn famifies bend Ao Aravel during tha Foldays,
repulting in busher rocds, incrected troffic occidents and r
wenathar- relabed Fakordh. Waealled conditiond, rood rogs,
Bt and busy sieparts can all compramis el

sabety. Pock amingency kits ond adise 10 Sectbalt lows.
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vl rushing onad mitigate rsks on busy roods.
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& BEWARE OF ALLERGIES

Hislidy e als altin rolve many foods that sy
et ol ons. Crods CONtamanathen, ineleos
babalbng and lock of slergy-Biandly opaons con lod 1o
sEvere reactlone. Communicata any allergy nesds to
hosts, provide sale food alternothves and camry necessary
dications liks ar inas or EpiPems. Teaching
ehildnen how b odvacats lor hamrashes and reccgnise
dangancui loods alic eantributes 1o saler ealabroticnm.,

PREVENT THE
SPREAD OF ILLNESS

Cold wasathes ond seasenol sockolising con Increase

Tha spracd of vinases i flu and COVIE-18. Crowded
gaEharings. s haeis sl of sesskan and frequant fraved can
Iwsad B kg har riske Ermg g y
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symglomoetic individuali. Cosmmunksation with children
abeut proaper hygiens proctices I8 essential b reduce the
spreod of ifress.
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Meet Qur Expert

ol sxparkence in prometing fomily ond commurity salety. Specialising in "

Jarmess Whalam ts o chaoriered heolth and sodoty consuliont with 1D yeors ‘E - .
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STAY VIGILANT
ON THE ROAD

Inc e hodickay braific Py hes rizk ol

lor baih drivers ord pedesirians. Dislrocted driving.
pedestrion salety ond inclement wealher con complicols
road salety. Encourags pedeiinon solely procticss, ovoid
digtrached driving and never drive under s inllusree.
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DECORATIONS
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retver [l unatiended. Testing smoke olesms and using
Fanma- relaedant Gecortions con signilicantly reduce
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SET BOUNDARIES &&" 7
FOR GIFTS ._. ﬁ

Some toys and godged s oan present choding. shorp-edge
or sofety risks, porticularly Por young children. Ensusing
that gitts maet saivty sondards ond ane oge oppropriabs
can be complex with 1o many cpticns available, Imepect
ol loys carstully and snure any bech devices have
paneeiol conlrals. Seiting sspectations orourd sabhe gifn
use ond discording pockoging thol poses a risk alio helps
o pravent occidents.
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? & FATIGUE

Hobdoy pressunes com leod b burrout, which ofiects baah
physical o Fantol health. Ovepocked schadules anda
oc k of downtima con couss siress ond Patigua. leoding 1o
nccidants or posor i rreaking. Irs peorerin rmed,
rrainkbain reguiar rcutiree and wesak support o reduce
sireen [ necuroge actlivitiss that promote redcnction o
ensals o healthier, happier Raliday experienss o
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10 DRINK RESPONSIBLY

Alcobedl s Commondy present of holikdoy events, rising
conceme obout salety ond supervision Excessive okohol
conzumption con leod to occidents, impaied judgment
and sk ol supsewition for children Designote

e pongible adults, Bmit conwumglion and provide

e panation alammathes e guasts. TeoeRing
medarotion ond maedelicg responsible behaviour in i
of cnikdredn endures 1hal CeeDialions remrdain positive and
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